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VOTERS SAY KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI SCHOOLS ON
WRONG TRACK

Overview

An opinion poll of voters from across the Kansas City, Missouri School
District shows widespread frustration with the performance of the
public school system.

In a telephone survey of 400 voters, 69% said the Kansas City, Missouri
School District is on the wrong track. More than 86% said that the
School District is very important to the economic well-being and overall
quality of life in Kansas City. But voters believe that it provides an

-inadequate education for students,.cheats taxpayers, and is not able to
handle the major issues facing the schools.

Voters were asked about their reaction to various proposals to improve
academic performance. Although citizens have not yet reached a
consensus about remedies for the situation, significant trends emerged
from the research.

In regard to the proposal to change from an elected board to an
appointed board, voters’ attitudes are influenced by the potential gains
that might come from such a measure. A majority of voters feel that an
appointed board would provide more accountability in improving
academic performance and managing the District’s finances, reduce the
amount of political distractions and patronage, and help recruit and
retain a qualified superintendent who could focus on academic
performance instead of dealing with outside political influences. Voters
are divided about whether an appointed board could help prevent a
State take-over. A majority say that since nothing else has worked there
is nothing to lose in changing over to an appointed board.

If there were to be an appointed board, an overwhelming majority of
voters—78%--said they would be more likely to support an appointed
board that was recommended by a panel of education, business and
community leaders. There is less support for a school board appointed
by some level of government.






